Briefing on ampere Convention on the Provision of Emergency Telecommunications


The Tampere Convention  

on the Provision of Telecommunication Resources  for Disaster Mitigation and Relief Operations
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What is it?    A legally binding international instrument aimed at helping relief workers bring telecommunications equipment across borders during and after an emergency, with a minimum of difficulty, and then use the equipment with safety and security during the crisis.  The Convention also recognizes the sovereign interests of States Parties and the need to provide protections to host governments against political and other potential abuses.

Why is it important for the humanitarian relief Community?     Vital information can’t get to field staffs or from them to headquarters without telecommunications, which are often inhibited by excessive border procedures and internal security rules.  The Tampere Convention provides telecommunications workers receive protections from States Parties, so long as the broadcasts are used for legitimate humanitarian assistance.   See reverse side for list of protections, which are not provided under any other international legal instrument.
Text of Convention:  Can be found on ReliefWeb.int
Status of Convention:  The Tampere Convention was unanimously adopted by the delegations of the 60 States participating in the Intergovernmental Conference on Emergency Telecommunications (ICET-98), hosted by the Government of Finland in Tampere, Finland, 16-18 June 1998.

To enter into force, the Convention must be ratified by thirty nations..  So far, 24 have done so.  The United States has signed the Tampere Convention; however,   it has yet to be transmitted  to the Senate for advice and consent to ratification.   The Department of State is coordinating this effort and needs your advice as we enter the final stages of our legal review.   There is no time limit for accession to the treaty; however, we would like to make a policy decision this year.

For a full list of States who have ratified, see tab or ReliefWeb.

Action for the GDIN Community:  We need to hear from you as to whether you think you need this convention and why.  Send comments to Larry Roeder at roederla@state.gov and Hans Zimmerman, Chairman of the UN Working Group on Emergency Telecommunications at zimmermann@un.org.   We also need you to attend GDIN2004, as it will have a panel on emergency telecommunications.  To register for the next GDIN conference, go to www.gdin.org and look for the GDIN2004 logo.  Or you can send an email to gdinconference@hotmail.com.  The conference will be held March 26-29, 2004 in Washington, DC.

Privileges, Immunities, and Facilities

1. The requesting State Party shall, to the extent permitted by its national law, afford to persons, other than its nationals, and to organizations, other than those headquartered or domiciled within its territory, who act pursuant to this Convention to provide telecommunication assistance and who have been notified to, and accepted by, the requesting State Party, the necessary privileges, immunities, and facilities for the performance of their proper functions, including, but not limited to: 

a) immunity from arrest, detention and legal process, including criminal, civil and administrative jurisdiction of the requesting State Party, in respect of acts or omissions specifically and directly related to the provision of telecommunication assistance; 

b) exemption from taxation, duties or other charges, except for those which are normally incorporated in the price of goods or services, in respect of the performance of their assistance functions or on the equipment, materials and other property brought into or purchased in the territory of the requesting State Party for the purpose of providing telecommunication assistance under this Convention; and 

c) immunity from seizure, attachment or requisition of such equipment, materials and property.

2. The requesting State Party shall provide, to the extent of its capabilities, local facilities and services for the proper and effective administration of the telecommunication assistance, including ensuring that telecommunication equipment brought into its territory pursuant to this Convention shall be expeditiously licensed or shall be exempt from licensing in accordance with its domestic laws and regulations. 

3. The requesting State Party shall ensure the protection of personnel, equipment and materials brought into its territory pursuant to this Convention. 

4. Ownership of equipment and materials provided pursuant to this Convention shall be unaffected by their use under the terms of this Convention. The requesting State Party shall ensure the prompt return of such equipment, material and property to the proper assisting State Party. 

5. The requesting State Party shall not direct the deployment or use of any telecommunication resources provided pursuant to this Convention for purposes not directly related to predicting, preparing for, responding to, monitoring, mitigating the impact of or providing relief during and following disasters. 

6. Nothing in this Article shall require any requesting State Party to provide its nationals or permanent residents, or organizations headquartered or domiciled within its territory, with privileges and immunities. 

7. Without prejudice to their privileges and immunities in accordance with this Article, all persons entering the territory of a State Party for the purpose of providing telecommunication assistance or otherwise facilitating the use of telecommunication resources pursuant to this Convention, and all organizations providing telecommunication assistance or otherwise facilitating the use of telecommunication resources pursuant to this Convention, have a duty to respect the laws and regulations of that State Party. Such persons and organizations also shall have a duty not to interfere in the domestic affairs of the State Party into whose territory they have entered. 

8. Nothing in this Article shall prejudice the rights and obligations with respect to privileges and immunities afforded to persons and organizations participating directly or indirectly in telecommunication assistance, pursuant to other international agreements (including the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations, adopted by the General Assembly on 13 February 1946, and the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies, adopted by the General Assembly on 21 November 1947) or international law. 
  

PARTICIPANTS


	

	Participant 
	Signature 
	Definitive signature (s), Ratification, Acceptance (A), Approval (AA), Accession (a) 

	Argentina 
	11 May 1999 
	 

	Barbados 
	 
	25 Jul 2003 a 

	Benin 
	18 Jun 1998 
	 

	Brazil 
	12 Mar 1999 
	 

	Bulgaria 
	22 Sep 1999 
	20 Jun 2000 

	Burundi 
	18 Jun 1998 
	 

	Canada 
	15 Jun 1999 
	18 May 2001 

	Chad 
	20 Oct 1999 
	 

	Chile 
	18 Jun 1998 
	 

	Congo 
	18 Jun 1998 
	 

	Costa Rica 
	20 Jun 2003 
	 

	Cyprus 
	18 Jun 1998 
	14 Jul 2000 

	Czech Republic 
	4 Sep 2002 
	17 Jun 2003 

	Denmark1 
	18 Jun 1998 
	2 Jun 2003 

	Dominica 
	 
	26 Dec 2000 a 

	El Salvador 
	9 Aug 2000 
	18 Apr 2002 

	Estonia 
	25 May 1999 
	 

	Finland 
	18 Jun 1998 
	1 Apr 1999 A 

	Gabon 
	27 Apr 2001 
	 

	Germany 
	18 Jun 1998 
	 

	Ghana 
	18 Jun 1998 
	 

	Guinea 
	 
	8 Oct 2002 a 

	Haiti 
	11 Feb 1999 
	 

	Honduras 
	25 Feb 1999 
	 

	Hungary 
	20 Jun 2003 
	 

	Iceland 
	20 Jun 2003 
	 

	India 
	29 Nov 1999 
	29 Nov 1999 

	Italy 
	18 Jun 1998 
	 

	Kenya 
	18 Jun 1998 
	12 Feb 2003 

	Kuwait 
	18 Jun 1998 
	13 Jun 2002 

	Lebanon 
	17 Nov 1998 
	 

	Madagascar 
	12 Sep 2002 
	 

	Mali 
	18 Jun 1998 
	 

	Malta 
	18 Jun 1998 
	 

	Marshall Islands 
	11 Nov 1998 
	 

	Mauritania 
	18 Jun 1998 
	 

	Mongolia 
	18 Jun 1998 
	 

	Morocco 
	1 Dec 1998 
	11 Mar 2003 

	Nepal 
	23 Apr 1999 
	 

	Netherlands2 
	19 Dec 2000 
	6 Jul 2001 A 

	Nicaragua 
	18 Jun 1998 
	18 Nov 1999 

	Niger 
	18 Jun 1998 
	 

	Oman 
	19 Aug 1999 
	16 Apr 2003 

	Panama 
	20 Sep 2001 
	5 Mar 2003 

	Peru 
	14 Jan 1999 
	 

	Poland 
	18 Jun 1998 
	 

	Portugal 
	18 Jun 1998 
	 

	Romania 
	18 Jun 1998 
	 

	Russian Federation 
	14 Mar 2002 
	 

	Saint Lucia 
	31 Jan 2000 
	 

	Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 
	 
	14 Aug 2003 a 

	Senegal 
	20 Nov 1998 
	 

	Slovakia 
	16 Feb 2000 
	6 Feb 2001 

	Sri Lanka 
	5 Aug 1999 
	13 Oct 1999 

	Sudan 
	4 Dec 1998 
	 

	Sweden 
	10 Jun 2003 
	 

	Switzerland 
	18 Jun 1998 
	24 Apr 2002 

	Tajikistan 
	18 Jun 1998 
	 

	The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
	3 Dec 1998 
	 

	Tonga 
	 
	8 May 2003 a 

	Uganda 
	28 Oct 1998 
	5 Sep 2002 

	United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
	 
	18 Jun 2003 s 

	United States of America 
	17 Nov 1998 
	 

	Uruguay 
	13 May 2003 
	 

	Uzbekistan 
	6 Oct 1998 
	 

	Venezuela 
	3 Apr 2003 
	 


DECLARATIONS AND RESERVATIONS

(Unless otherwise indicated, the declarations and reservations were made upon 

definitive signature, ratification, acceptance, approval or accession.)

Denmark:   Declaration:  "In connexion with Denmark's ratification of the Tampere Convention on the Provision of Telecommunications Resources for Disaster Mitigation and Relief Operations ("the Convention") Denmark declares that to the extent to which certain provisions of the Convention fall within the area of responsibility of the European Community, the full implementation of the Convention by Denmark has to be done in accordance with the procedures of this international Organisation."

Sweden:  Upon signature:  Declaration:   "To the extent to which certain provisions of the Tampere Convention on the Provision of Telecommunications Resources for Disaster Mitigation and Relief Operations fall within the area of responsibility of the European Community, the full implementation of the Convention by Sweden has to be done in accordance with the procedures of this international organisation."
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland: Reservation:   "To the extent to which certain provisions of the Tampere Convention on the Provisions of Telecommunications Resources for Disaster Mitigation and Relief Operations ("the Convention") fall within the area of responsibility of the European Community, the full implementation of the Convention by the United Kingdom has to be done in accordance with the procedures of this international organisation."
Venezuela  Reservation:  Under the provisions of article 11, paragraph 6, of the Tampere Convention on the Provision of Telecommunication Resources for Disaster Mitigation and Relief Operations (ICET-98), the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela makes a specific reservation to paragraph 3 of that article. It therefore does not consider itself bound by arbitration as a means of dispute settlement, nor does it recognize the binding jurisdiction of the International Court of Justice.
NOTES


1. In a communication received on 22 July 2003, the Government of Denmark informed the Secretary-General that "... Denmark's ratifications normally include the entire Kingdom of Denmark including the Faroe Islands and Greenland. Consequently, no Territorial Application applies in connection with the above-mentioned ratification." 


2. For the Kingdom in Europe and the Netherlands Antilles. On 17 July 2001, in respect of Aruba
1   For questions, email Larry Roeder, roederla@state.gov or call him at 202-647-5070.

